1.1 Together with Nature – A Lesson Learned.
1.2 Props:

1.2.1 Picnic Basket (maybe two).

1.2.2 2 empty soda cans.

1.2.3 Baggies and paper lunch wrap.

1.2.4 4 Bee costumes.

1.2.5 4 mosquito costumes.

1.2.6 10 siren whistles.

1.2.7 Coyote mask.

1.2.8 Fake flowers, stage left.
Jim Pyle:  I am Mountain Walker, Navigator of the Sierra Expedition, and this is my princess, Sparkling Star!  By the light of this towering campfire I can see the words and pictures on our Story Stick.  There are stories of friends and family, stories of courage and friendship.   They remind me of many tales of the Sierra Expedition!  I remember a story about one time, long ago….
This is a story about a young princess named Kelly.  This princess loved being in the woods and enjoying nature.  However, she was not very good at picking up after herself.

1.3 Kelly grabs picnic basket and blanket (right seats) and makes a picnic spot center stage.
One fine spring day, Kelly decided it was a good day for a picnic in the woods. She packed a nice lunch and left on her outing. As soon as she arrived at her destination, she picked out a nice spot to spread her picnic. She then ran off to chase a frog. She heard some bees gathering nectar, and watched some ants busy at work. She even watched some coyotes and felt right at home with her nature friends.

1.4 Mystic girls put on bee costumes and sit stage left until prompted.


Eventually, she became hungry and returned to the picnic area, she opened a sandwich and carelessly threw the wrapper on the ground.  She drank a soda and threw the can on the ground.

1.5 Mystic girls start buzzing like bees.

 Almost immediately, the sound of the bees became louder.  A cloud of bees showed up and one stung Kelly.
1.6 Mystic girls head towards Kelly.  One stings her (finger touch).

Kelly:  OWW!! 
She saw all the other bees coming at her.  She grabbed her picnic basket and ran home.  The bees chased her as she ran.
Kelly:   AARGH!!
1.7 Kelly runs around the campfire screaming.

1.8 Mystic girls start and chase her half way around the campfire, then return to stage left.

1.9 Kelly runs around the campfire and hides behind Jim.
1.10 Mystic girls put on mosquito costumes and sit stage left until prompted.
As she ran, she heard a loud voice coming from the forest “Kelly, take care of my forest”!  This scared her even more, as she did not realize where the voice came from or what she did.  When she made it home, she hid behind her father and looked for the bees.

“What’s the matter”, her father asked.

Kelly:  I was having lunch and bees attacked me!

She told her father about the bees, but not about the loud voice.
Later that summer, her fear had gone away and she decided to take another hike and have a picnic.  She arrived at the same picnic area and listened very carefully – no bees – good!  She ate her lunch and threw her wrappers on the ground,  She drank a soda and threw her soda can under a bush, and her napkin on the ground.  All of a sudden she was surrounded by ants.  They were everywhere.  She jumped up and yelled:
Kelly:   "That does it.  The ants have taken over my lunch!" 

1.11 Kelly swats at the ants.  

Then she heard a new noise.  The whine of a million mosquitoes.
Mystic girls start blowing siren whistles.

She saw a cloud of mosquitoes coming at her.
Kelly: Noooo, not again!! 
1.12 Mystic girls head towards Kelly, still blowing whistles.  All sting her (finger touches). 
1.13 Kelly runs around the campfire screaming, and hides behind Jim.

She got up and ran.  She ran but couldn’t run as fast as the mosquitoes could fly.  The mosquitoes bit her and chased her home.
Kelly -  “AARGH”!!

1.14 Kelly runs around the campfire screaming, and hides behind Jim.
1.15 Mystic girls chase her half way around the campfire, then return to stage left
1.16 Mystic girls put on Coyote costumes and sit stage left until prompted.
Once again, she heard the loud voice.  “Kelly, you are messing up my forest.  Take care of my forest or never come back!”

This scared her even more, as she did not realize where the voice came from or what she did.  When she made it home, she hid behind her father and looked for the mosquitoes.  “What’s the matter”, her father asked.

Kelly: I was having lunch and mosquitoes attacked me!

Now, her dad was wise and also loved the forest.  He had heard this before and decided to ask some more questions.

Did you hear anything else?

Kelly: I heard a loud voice.

What did the voice say?

Kelly: It said that I can’t go back in the forest.

Why do you think the voice said that?

Kelly: Well, maybe I made a mess.

I see.  I think maybe if we clean up, we can fix this.  How about we go to your picnic spot and clean it up.

Kelly: You want me to go back in the forest?  Back in there?

I’ll go with you.  Will you feel safe then?

Kelly: Maybe.

So Kelly and her father made their way to the picnic spot.  When they got there, a coyote came out of the woods and stared at Kelly.  Other coyotes howled nearby.

1.17 Mystic girl heads towards Kelly and stands in front of her.
Mystic Girl:  I told you not to come back.

Kelly was speechless.  We have returned to right a wrong.  We will clean up our mess and leave the forest as it should be.  Kelly, look around here and you will see that we haven't been very nice visitors in the forest.
Mystic Girl:  Very well.

Kelly: Look at all the trash I've thrown around.  It seems that I’m the worst bug of all – a litterbug."
After the picnic area was clean.  The coyote disappeared back into the forest.  The sound of friendly bees and mosquitoes were once again around them.  Her father was pleased, for he knew that Kelly had learned a very important lesson.  She had learned that we should leave only footprints and take only memories.   When they returned home they were tired, but happy that they had learned an important lesson that day. The worst kind of bug is a litter bug!
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