The Story of the Story
Story told by Salinan Nation Chief Gathering Storm
at the Spring Roughout on 2 June 2001

In my story called Connected that I told last fall,

I talked about the connections I feel with my daughter,

The connections I feel with my tribe,

And the connections I feel with this new nation.

I said that that story had been 6 years in the making.

Well this is the last event of my 7th year in this program,

And I have another story to tell you tonight.

It’s called The Story of the Story.

Now storytelling is something people all over the world

Have done since we’ve been on this earth.

It’s a way for a dad or mom to tell their child

Things they want them to understand in this world.

Now I’m someone’s child.

And all of you out there, both daughters and dads,

Are somebody’s child.

And I’ll bet that every single one of you has been told stories

Ever since you were too young to even understand the words.

Do you like to hear stories?

Do you princesses like to hear

Your dad or mom tell you stories,

Particularly before you go to sleep?

Now it’s a really fun thing both to hear a story and tell a story.

In fact, I’m having fun right now telling you this story.

When you hear a story, do you sometimes close your eyes

And imagine yourself in the story as it’s being told?

Well, there’s something called The Storyteller’s Creed,

And I’m going to recite a couple lines from it:

I believe that imagination is stronger than knowledge.
That dreams are more powerful than facts.
I believe that the imagination that each of you girls has right now

Is something you should always try to hold on to.

Now as you get older,

That can get to be real hard.

But the wonderful places where you go in your dreams at night

Can be something like the wonderful places to which

You might actually travel as you get older.

But to get to those places,

You have to have a dream that you hold onto

Whether you’re asleep or not.

That dream should live inside of you

And should put a smile on your face

Because it’s something that you should always depend on

To let you know where you really want to go

When you’re not asleep.

Now when you get to wherever you want to go,

You’ll have a story to tell your little girl or boy

When they’re tucked in bed listening to you.

So make sure you have a really cool dream

So that you can have a really cool story to tell.

My story is that I’ve traveled to this place here tonight

With my daughter Tiger Eye.

And I have the great privilege of telling you this story right now

And to feel connected with all of you.

That was my dream one year ago

And it’s all come true tonight.

And I thank you all for that.
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